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(57) ABSTRACT

The present invention generally relates to the field of network
communications, and more specifically to networks for
crosstalk reduction/compensation and communication con-
nectors which employ such networks. In an embodiment, the
present invention is an RJ45 jack with an orthogonal com-
pensation network to meet CAT6A or higher performance
standard. For the 3:6-4:5 wire-pair combination, the orthogo-
nal compensation network begins in the jack nose (plug inter-
face contact (PIC)) section, and utilizes a flexible printed
circuit board in the nose section, split PIC contacts in the rear
nose, and circuitry in the rigid printed circuit board to create
the orthogonal compensation network.
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COMMUNICATION CONNECTORS HAVING
CROSSTALK COMPENSATION NETWORKS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 61/791,134, filed on Mar. 15, 2013,
Which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to the field of net-
work communications, and more specifically to networks for
crosstalk reduction/compensation and communication con-
nectors which employ such networks.

BACKGROUND

The evolution of computing has witnessed a significant
shift in the importance of networks. An ever-increasing quan-
tity of information is constantly being gathered, stored, and
shared among a wide range of users. In addition to the sheer
growth of data, users have come to expect quicker access to
this information. This combination of size and speed has
created a need for network infrastructure capable of support-
ing a high data rate.

Current networks readily employ jacks and plugs, and
other communication connectors. These connectors typically
include closely spaced parallel conductors which allow the
jack and the plug to interface to each other. Conventional
communication connectors have been used in relatively low
data rate applications with relatively few problems. However,
as transmission frequency and data rates increase, crosstalk
(particularly near-end crosstalk (NEXT)) due to capacitive
and inductive couplings among the closely spaced parallel
conductors within the jack and/or plug has become increas-
ingly problematic.

Therefore, it is desirable to have communication connec-
tors capable of achieving improved performance.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, embodiments of the present invention are
directed to communication connectors and/or internal com-
ponents thereof.

In an embodiment, the present invention is an RJ45 jack
with an orthogonal compensation network to meet CAT6A or
higher performance. For the 3:645 wire-pair combination
disclosed, the orthogonal compensation network begins in the
jack nose (plug interface contact (PIC)) section, and utilizes a
flexible printed circuit board in the nose section, split PIC
contacts in the rear nose, and circuitry in the rigid printed
circuit board to create the orthogonal compensation network.

In another embodiment, the present invention is a commu-
nication connector that includes a printed circuit board
(PCB), plug interface contacts (PICs) having plug contact
mating points, the PICs being connected to the PCB, cable
connector contacts, and a circuitry connecting each of the
plug interface contacts from respective the plug contact mat-
ing points to respective the cable connector contacts. The
circuitry includes signal conductors between respective plug
contact mating points of respective plug interface contacts
and respective cable connector contacts, the signal conduc-
tors including a first signal pair and a second signal pair. The
circuitry also includes a first combined mutually inductive
and capacitive coupling between a first signal conductor of
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the first signal pair and a second signal conductor of the
second signal pair. And the circuitry also includes a shunt
capacitive coupling connecting the first signal conductor of
the first signal pair and a second signal conductor of the first
signal pair. Wherein the first combined coupling is generated
in part in the PICs and in part on the PCB. In a variation of this
embodiment, the communication connector is used in a com-
munication system having communication equipment
therein.

In yet another embodiment, the present invention is a com-
munication connector that includes plug interface contacts,
cable connector contacts, and a circuitry inclusive of and
connecting respective the plug interface contacts to respec-
tive the cable connector contacts. The circuitry includes sig-
nal conductors inclusive of and between respective the plug
interface contacts and respective the cable connector con-
tacts, the signal conductors including a first signal conductor
pair and a second signal conductor pair. The circuitry further
includes a first network with a first combined mutually induc-
tive and capacitive coupling between a first signal conductor
of'the first signal conductor pair and a second conductor of the
second signal conductor pair. The circuitry also further
includes a second network with a second combined mutually
inductive and capacitive coupling between a second signal
conductor of the first signal conductor pair and a first signal
conductor of the second signal conductor pair. And the cir-
cuitry also further includes a shunt capacitive coupling con-
necting the first signal conductor of the first signal conductor
pair and the second signal conductor of the first signal con-
ductor pair. Wherein each of the plug interface contacts
includes a plug contact, a printed circuit board contact, and an
intermediate contact connecting respective the plug contactto
respective the printed circuit board contact, at least one of the
first network and the second network including at least some
of the intermediate contacts. In a variation of this embodi-
ment, the communication connector is used in a communica-
tion system having communication equipment therein.

Inyetanother embodiment, the present invention utilizes at
least one of front rotated and back rotated PICs.

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present invention will become better-understood with refer-
ence to the following drawings, description, and any claims
that may follow.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a communication system according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 illustrates a plug and jack combination according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exploded view of a communication
jack according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 illustrates a front isometric view of a front sled
subassembly according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exploded view of the front sled sub-
assembly of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 illustrates a side profile view of the front sled sub-
assembly of FIG. 4.

FIGS. 7, 8, and 9 illustrate the plug interface contacts used
in the front sled subassembly of FIG. 4.

FIG. 10 illustrates a rear isometric view of the front sled
subassembly of FIG. 4.

FIG. 11 illustrates a bottom view of the front sled subas-
sembly of FIG. 4 with the bottom sled removed.

FIG. 12 illustrates a schematic view of a flex circuit board
implemented in an embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 13 illustrates the printed circuit board artwork for the
flex circuit board of FIG. 12.

FIG. 14 illustrates an isometric view of the flex circuit
board of FIG. 12.

FIG. 15 illustrates a schematic view of a rigid circuit board
implemented in an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 16 illustrates the printed circuit board artwork for the
rigid circuit board of FIG. 15.

FIG. 17 illustrates an isometric view of the rigid circuit
board of FIG. 15.

FIG. 18 illustrates a schematic representation of a plug
mated with a jack designed in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 19 illustrates an exploded view of another communi-
cation jack according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 20 illustrates a front isometric view of an embodiment
of the front sled subassembly of FIG. 19.

FIG. 21 illustrates an exploded view of the front sled sub-
assembly of FIG. 20.

FIG. 22 illustrates a side view of the front sled subassembly
of FIG. 20.

FIG. 23 illustrates a schematic view of an embodiment of
the flex circuit board used in the front sled subassembly of
FIG. 20.

FIG. 24 illustrates the printed circuit board artwork for the
flex circuit board of FIG. 23.

FIG. 25 illustrates top view of the flex circuit board of FIG.
23.

FIG. 26 illustrates a schematic view of an embodiment of
the rigid circuit board of the jack of FIG. 19.

FIG. 27 illustrates the printed circuit board artwork for the
rigid circuit board of FIG. 26.

FIG. 28 illustrates an isometric view of the rigid circuit
board of FIG. 27.

FIG. 29 illustrates an exploded view of another communi-
cation jack according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 30 illustrates a front isometric view of an embodiment
of the front sled subassembly of FIG. 29.

FIG. 31 illustrates a side view of the front sled subassembly
of FIG. 30.

FIG. 32 illustrates a front view of the front sled subassem-
bly of FIG. 30.

FIG. 33 illustrates an isometric view of PICs 2, 4 and 8 of
the front sled subassembly of FIG. 30.

FIG. 34 illustrates an isometric view of PICs 1,5, 6 and 7
of the front sled subassembly of FIG. 30.

FIG. 35 illustrates an isometric view of PICs 1-8 of the
front sled subassembly of FIG. 30.

FIG. 36 illustrates a rear isometric view of the front sled
subassembly of FIG. 30.

FIG. 37 illustrates a bottom view of the front sled subas-
sembly of FIG. 30.

FIG. 38 illustrates a schematic of a compensation network
used in the jack of FIG. 30.

FIG. 39 illustrates an exploded view of another communi-
cation jack according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 40 illustrates a front isometric view of an embodiment
of the front sled subassembly of FIG. 39.

FIG. 41 illustrates a side view of the front sled subassembly
of FIG. 40.

FIG. 42 illustrates a front view of the front sled subassem-
bly of FIG. 40.

FIG. 43 illustrates an isometric view of PICs 2, 3, 5 and 8
of the front sled subassembly of FIG. 40.
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FIG. 44 illustrates an isometric view of PICs 1, 4, 6 and 7
of the front sled subassembly of FIG. 40.

FIG. 45 illustrates an isometric view of PICs 1-8 of the
front sled subassembly of FIG. 40.

FIG. 46 illustrates a rear isometric view of the front sled
subassembly of FIG. 40.

FIG. 47 illustrates a bottom view of the front sled subas-
sembly of FIG. 40.

FIG. 48 illustrates a schematic of a compensation network
used in the jack of FIG. 40.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As used herein, “opposite polarity” can be defined as being
approximately 180 degrees out of phase in relation to a ref-
erenced polarity, and “orthogonal” can be defined as being
approximately 90 degrees out of phase in relation to a refer-
enced polarity. Also, as used herein, references to “shunting”
can be defined as direct or indirect coupling of two conductors
of the same differential pair via some means. For example, a
shunting capacitive coupling on a wire pair (e.g., 3:6 wire
pair) canrefer to some form of a capacitive coupling (e.g., pad
capacitor) positioned between a first conductor (e.g., conduc-
tor 3) and second conductor (e.g., conductor 6) of that wire
pair. Note that indirect coupling may include intervening
components such as offshoot traces. Furthermore,
“conductor(s),” “signal conductor(s),” and “signal trace(s)”
may be used interchangeably and shall be understood to refer
to the same feature. Additionally, same reference numbers or
designations may be used to reference like or similar (and
non-identical) elements through various embodiments.
Moreover, the use of the term “concurrently” or the like is not
necessarily mean to be absolute, but can instead mean a lack
of'atime delay that is significant enough to appreciably affect
the analysis of a circuit.

In RJ45 plug/jack connector combinations, NEXT gener-
ally occurs between the neighboring conductors of differen-
tial pairs. The source of NEXT in an RJ45 plug/jack connec-
tor combination is generally the plug. This NEXT in the plug
is primarily caused by the manner in which the plug conduc-
tors are laid out in accordance with ANSI/TIA-568-C.2. The
plug layout causes unbalanced coupling between conductor
pairs which creates high levels of NEXT between conductor
pairs 1:2 and 3:6, conductor pairs 3:6 and 4:5, and conductor
pairs 3:6 and 7:8 that must be compensated for in the jack. In
case of conductor pairs 1:2 and 3:6, plug NEXT can occur due
to the coupling which can primarily exist between conductors
2 and 3; in case of conductor pairs 3:6 and 4:5, plug NEXT
can occur due to the coupling which can primarily exist
between conductors 3 and 4, and/or conductors 5 and 6; and
in case of conductor pairs 3:6 and 7:8, plug NEXT can occur
due to the coupling which can primarily exist between con-
ductors 6 and 7.

The following exemplary embodiments illustrate how the
present invention attempts to reduce or otherwise compensate
for the crosstalk which may appear between differential pairs
of a communication plug/jack combination. The present
invention may rely in part on the principles of crosstalk com-
pensation (generally described as orthogonal compensation
network (OCN)) disclosed in U.S. patent application Ser. No.
13/681,480, filed on Nov. 20, 2012, entitled “COMPENSA-
TION NETWORK USING AN ORTHOGONAL COMPEN-
SATION NETWORK,” and also in U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 14/198,291, filed on Mar. 7, 2014, entitled “COM-
PENSATION NETWORKS AND COMMUNICATION
CONNECTORS USING SAID COMPENSATION NET-
WORKS,”both of which are incorporated herein by reference
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in their entirety. While at least some of the embodiments are
described with reference to conductor pairs 4:5 and 3:6 of an
RJ45 plug/jack connector combination having plug contacts
laid out in accordance with ANSI/TIA-568-C.2, it should be
understood that the same principles of crosstalk compensa-
tion can be applied to other differential pairs of such a plug/
jack combination (e.g., conductor pairs 3:6 and 1:2, and con-
ductor pairs 3:6 and 7:8) or to other connectors which employ
differential pair transmission.

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention is illus-
trated in FIG. 1, which shows a communication system 30,
which includes a patch panel 32 with jacks 34 and corre-
sponding RJ45 plugs 36. Respective cables 38 are terminated
to plugs 36, and respective cables 40 are terminated to jacks
34. Once a plug 36 mates with a jack 34 data can flow in both
directions through these connectors. Although the communi-
cation system 30 is illustrated in FIG. 1 as having a patch
panel, alternative embodiments can include other active or
passive equipment. Examples of passive equipment can be,
but are not limited to, modular patch panels, punch-down
patch panels, coupler patch panels, wall jacks, etc. Examples
of active equipment can be, but are not limited to, Ethernet
switches, routers, semens, physical layer management sys-
tems, and power-over-Ethernet equipment as can be found in
data centers and or telecommunications rooms; security
devices (cameras and other sensors, etc.) and door access
equipment; and telephones, computers, fax machines, print-
ers, and other peripherals as can be found in workstation
areas. Communication system 30 can further include cabi-
nets, racks, cable management and overhead routing systems,
and other such equipment.

The jack and plug combination of FIG. 1 is also shown in
FIG. 2 which illustrates the network jack 34 mated with the
RJ45 plug 36. Note that in this figure, the orientation of the
network jack 34 and the RJ45 plug 36 is rotated 180° about
the central axis of cable 40 as compared to the orientation of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exploded view of the network jack 34,
which includes a front housing 42, a front sled subassembly
44, a rigid printed circuit board (PCB) 46, an insulation dis-
placement contact (IDC) support 48, IDCs 50, a rear housing
52, and a wire cap 54. Front sled subassembly 44 includes
plug interface contacts (PICs) 56, PICs 58, a flexible circuit
board 59, a top sled 60, and a bottom sled 61. In alternate
embodiments, jack 34 can additionally include alien
crosstalk-reducing materials such as a foil.

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate the front sled subassembly 44 with
PICs 56, PICs 58, flexible circuit board 59, top sled 60, and
bottom sled 61 in greater detail. The subscript numbers for
each PIC 56 and 58 correspond to the RJ45 pin positions as
defined by ANSI/TIA-568-C.2.

A side view of the front sled subassembly 44 is shown in
FIG. 6. PIC’s 56 and 58 are wrapped around an inner mandrel
62 during assembly process. This traps the flexible circuit
board 59 between the PICs 56,58 and the front section of the
top sled 60, restraining and securing the flexible circuit board
59 in the process, and thereby providing an electrical contact
between the PICs and conductive components of the flexible
circuit board 59. PICs 56 and 58 use compliant pins 72 to
electrically interface with the rigid circuit board 46. The
subscript numbers of each complaint pin 72 represents RJ45
pin positions as defined by ANSI/TIA-568 C.2. An extra
subscript reference is assigned to the compliant pins of PICs
58, and 58, to differentiate between the offshoot traces used
in the compensation network of the present invention
(72560 OF 725 o) and the signal carrying traces (725 OF
72¢ccp) (note that the use of offshoot traces will be explained

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

further later in the specification). Additionally, the PICs 56
and 58 include respective mid-sections 68, with each mid-
section 68 employing the same subscript reference scheme as
the compliant pins 72. The combination of a mid-section and
a respective compliant pin may be referred to as an interme-
diate section, referring to a section of a PIC that is positioned
between the PIC’s plug contact region and the PCB. The front
sled subassembly 44 staggers PICs 56 and 58 into four dif-
ferent planes in the region of compliant pins 72 as shown in
FIG. 6. Complaint pins 725 -cp, 725 5cn» and 725 are located
on the highest plane (relative to the orientation shown in FIG.
6). Complaint pins 72, and 724 are on the second highest
plane, compliant pins 72, and 72, are on the third highest
plane, and complaint pins 72, 724 cp, and 72, are on the
lowest plane.

A front isometric view of PICs 56 can be seen in FIG. 7 and
a front isometric view of PICs 58 can be seen in FIGS. 8-9.
These views have been separated for clarity of the PICs’
profiles. PICs 56, 56,, 58, 585, 56, and 56, provide a path
from corresponding plug contacts to corresponding signal
traces positioned on and/or in the PCB 46. Each of these PICs
acts as a respective signal trace between the plug and the PCB
46. Similar to the aforementioned PICs, PICs 58, and 58, also
provide a path from corresponding plug contact to corre-
sponding signal trace positioned on the PCB 46. However,
each PIC 58, and 58, includes an offshoot trace (685, and
68, respectively) which branches off of the signal carry-
ing portion (685, and 68, respectively) of the PIC.

The general layout of the compliant pins 72 and their planar
position can also be seen in the rear isometric view of front
sled subassembly 44 shown in FIG. 10. FIG. 11 illustrates a
bottom view of the front nose subassembly 44 with the bot-
tom sled 61 removed for clarity. PICs 56 and 58 are affixed to
both the top sled 60 and the bottom sled 61 through staking
features 80. The PICs 56 and 58 are further secured by mating
the bottom sled 61 to the top sled 60 via latches positioned on
the sides of the bottom sled 61 and corresponding latching
pockets positioned in the side walls of the top sled 60.

Prior to discussing the schematics shown in the current
specification it is worth noting that while these schematics
illustrate inductors and capacitors as discrete elements, in at
least one embodiment, at least some of these elements repre-
sent the capacitive and inductive coupling occurring between
various electrical traces. Such coupling is generally distrib-
uted and may, for example, include: (a) distributed coupling
occurring as a result of two traces running within proximity to
each other; (b) coupling occurring as a result of discrete
elements such as, but not limited to, pad capacitors, finger
capacitors, or other discrete capacitors; or (¢) a combination
thereof. Furthermore, while compensation needed for wire-
pairs combinations other than the 3:6-4:5 wire-pair combina-
tion is not shown, this should not be viewed as limiting in any
way. It is anticipated that any suitable compensation tech-
niques may (but does not have to be) be used with the remain-
ing wire-pair combinations. In an exemplary embodiment,
compensation for wire-pair combinations 3:6-7:8 and/or 3:6-
1:2 can employ at least one of OCN compensation techniques
and simple compensation techniques, for example. Wire-pair
combinations 4:5-7:8 and 4:5-1:2 may have a single stage of
compensation, also entirely on the rigid board, for example.
Pair 1:2-7:8 may not have compensation circuitry, for
example. In a variation of this embodiment, the supporting
circuitry can be implemented on at least one of the PICs,
flexible circuit board 59, and rigid circuit hoard 46.

In one embodiment, the crosstalk compensation scheme of
the present invention for the 4:5-3:6 wire-pair combination
uses the pad capacitors on the flexible PCB 59 to create
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simple compensation, and the distributed capacitive and
inductive couplings between elements of the PICs and
between various traces on the rigid PCB 46 in combination
with a shunting capacitance to create OCN compensation. In
anembodiment, the combination of simple compensation and
OCN compensation provides the overall desired compensa-
tion signal.

Referring to FIGS. 12-14, the flexible PCB 59 includes
capacitors CF35 and CF46. Due to the electrical contact
between the PICs and the flexible PCB 59, capacitor C35
provides compensating coupling between PICs 58, and 58,
and capacitor C46 provides compensating coupling between
PICs 58, and 58,. The CF35 and CF46 capacitors provide the
simple compensation component of the currently described
compensation scheme.

Referring to FIG. 15, the OCN component of the overall
compensation scheme is spanned across split contacts (in-
cluding respective mid-sections 68 and compliant pins 72 of
the PICs shown in FIGS. 7-9), and corresponding traces on
the rigid PCB 46. In particular, the OCN uses signal traces S4
and S5, offshoot traces OCN3 and OCNG6, and capacitor
CB36 to create the desired signal. In the present case, the
signal trace S4 includes the mid-section 68, and the compli-
ant pin 72, of PIC 58, (represented in the schematic as SP4),
and at least a portion of the signal trace SB4 on the rigid PCB
46; the signal trace S5 includes the mid-section 685 and the
compliant pin 725 of the PIC 58 (represented in the schematic
as SP5), and at least a portion of the signal trace SB5 on the
rigid PCB 46; the offshoot trace OCN3 includes the mid-
section 68, and the compliant pin 72, ;. of the PIC 58,
(represented in the schematic as OCNP3), and at least a
portion of the offshoot trace OCNB3 on the rigid PCB 46; and
the offshoot trace OCN6 includes the mid-section 68, -and
the compliant pin 724, of the PIC 58 (represented in the
schematic as OCNP6), and at least a portion of the offshoot
trace OCNBG6 on the rigid PCB 46. Capacitor CB36 is pro-
vided on the rigid PCB 46 between the offshoot traces
OCNB3 and OCNBG, effectively shunting the 3:6 wire-pair
and enabling the OCN component of the overall compensa-
tion scheme.

To be more specific, the OCN component of the presently
described embodiment achieves the desired coupling
between wire-pair 4:5 and wire-pair 3:6 through capacitive
couplings C35 and C46, and inductive couplings MOCN35
and MOCN46. Signal trace S5 and the offshoot trace OCN3,
in combination with the shunt capacitance CB36, interact
capacitively to create the capacitive coupling C35 and interact
inductively to create mutual inductive coupling MOCN35.
Since both S5 and OCN3 traces span across multiple internal
components, capacitive coupling C35 is a combination of
capacitive coupling CP35 (caused by the capacitive interac-
tion of mid-section 685, and compliant pin 725, With
the mid-section 685 and compliant pin 725 in the back nose
section of the PICs) and capacitive coupling CB35 (caused by
the capacitive interaction of offshoot trace OCNB3 with the
signal trace SB5 on the PCB). Similarly, since both S5 and
OCN3 traces span across multiple internal components,
inductive coupling MOCN3S5 is a combination of inductive
coupling MOCNP35 (caused by the inductive interaction of
mid-section 68; ., and compliant in 725, with the mid-
section 68 and compliant pin 72 the back nose section of the
PICs) and inductive coupling MOCNB35 (caused by the
inductive interaction of offshoot trace OCNB3 with the signal
trace SB5 on the PCB).

Likewise, signal trace S4 and the offshoot trace OCNG6, in
combination with the shunt capacitance CB36, interact
capacitively to create the capacitive coupling C46 and interact
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inductively to create mutual inductive coupling MOCN46.
Since both S4 and OCNG6 traces span across multiple internal
components, capacitive coupling C46 is a combination of
capacitive coupling CP46 (caused by the capacitive interac-
tion of mid-section 684, and compliant pin 724, With
the mid-section 68, and compliant pin 72, in the back nose
section of the PICs) and capacitive coupling CB46 (caused by
the capacitive interaction of offshoot trace OCNB6 with the
signal trace SB4 on the PCB). Similarly, since both S4 and
OCNG6 traces span across multiple internal components,
inductive coupling MOCN46 is a combination of inductive
coupling MOCNP46 (caused by the inductive interaction of
mid-section 68, and compliant Pin 72, with the mid-
section 68, and compliant pin 72, in the back nose section of
the PICs) and inductive coupling MOCNB46 (caused by the
inductive interaction of offshoot trace OCNB6 with the signal
trace SB4 on the PCB). An example of the PCB artwork
employed to achieve the above-described couplings is shown
in FIGS. 16 and 17.

The inductive couplings MOCN46 and MOCN35 are cre-
ated by the jack components, and thus occur in generally the
same physical locations, as capacitive couplings C46 and
C35, respectively. Because the OCN component of the cur-
rently described embodiment generally provides coupling
between traces 3 and 5, and 4 and 6, the net resultant signal
produced by this network would typically be considered a
compensation signal. The net resultant compensation signal
of couplings CF35, CF46, C35, C46, MOCN35, MOCN46,
and CB36 provides additional NEXT bandwidth which may
help to allow wire-pair combination 4:5-3:6 to meet standards
for Category 6A and/or beyond.

In an alternate embodiment the OCN component may be
implemented to provide a net resultant signal which would
typically be considered a crosstalk signal.

FIG. 18 schematically illustrates the above-described com-
pensation scheme embodiment implemented in a mated plug/
jack combination in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. Note that only components related to the
4:5-3:6 wire pair combination are shown in the figure. The
plug/jack combination of FIG. 18 is separated into five sec-
tions: Plug, PICs, Flex, Back Nose, and PCB. The Plug and
the PICs, sections illustrate the crosstalk coupling inherently
present in the plug and at the mating point of the plug/jack
combination. The Flex section illustrates the coupling pro-
vided between conductors 3 and 5, and 4 and 6, respectively,
by pad capacitors CF35 and CF46 on the flexible circuit board
59. In an embodiment the CF35 capacitor is approximately
0.13 pF+/-20% and the CF46 capacitor is approximately 0.12
pF+/-20%.

The Back Nose section illustrates the coupling which
occurs along the mid-sections 68 and compliant pins 72 ofthe
PICs 58 (creating a portion of the overall coupling provided
by the OCN components of the presently described embodi-
ment). Mid-sections and compliant pins 68 ,, 3/ 72 5 (cOr-
responding to OCNP3) and 68./72; (corresponding to SP5),
and 68,/72, (corresponding to SP4) and 68 ,, /72 o (COT-
responding to OCNP6), generate respective capacitive cou-
plings CP35 and CP46. In an embodiment each of capacitive
couplings CP35 and CP46 is approximately 0.25 pF+/-20%.
OCNP3 and SP5, and SP4 and OCNP6 further act as induc-
tors and have inductive values. In one embodiment these
values are approximately 4.1 nH+/-20%, approximately 4.0
nH+/-20%, approximately 3.81 nH+/-20%, and 3.88 nH+/-
20%, respectively.

Lastly, the PCB section illustrates the coupling which
occurs on the rigid PCB 46 (creating the remaining portion of
the overall coupling provided by the OCN components of the
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presently described embodiment). Signal traces SB5 and off-
shoot trace OCNB3 generate capacitive coupling CB35, and
signal traces SB4 and offshoot trace OCNB6 generate capaci-
tive coupling CB46. In an embodiment, CB35 is approxi-
mately 0.405 pF+/-20% and CB46 is approximately 0.137
pF+/-20%. Signal traces SB4 and SBS5, and offshoot traces
OCNB3 and OCNB6 further act as inductors and have induc-
tive values. In one embodiment these values are approxi-
mately 10.1 nH+/-20%, approximately 10.1 nH+/-20%,
approximately 9.1 nH+/-20%, and 7.1 nH+/-20%, respec-
tively, A shunting capacitance CB36 is also positioned on the
PCB, enabling the entire OCN component (which spans the
Split Contacts and the PCB sections). In an embodiment,
CB36 is approximately 1.06 pF+/-20%.

Given the exemplary values listed herein, when the entire
OCN is enabled, mutual inductive coupling MOCN46 (ap-
proximately 5.5 nH+/-20%) between SP4 and SB4, and
OCNP6 and OCNB6, and mutual inductive coupling
MOCN3S5 (approximately 6.5 nH+/-20%) between SP5 and
SB5, and OCNP3 and OCNB3 is created. MOCN46 and
MOCN3S5 are created at the same physical locations as CP46
and 0346, and CP35 and CB35, respectively. Additionally,
signals produced by MOCN46 and MOCN35 are orthogonal
to the coupling created by CP46 and CB46, and CP35 and
CB35.

The phase of the orthogonal component (created by
MOCN35 and MOCN46, in combination with the shunting
capacitance CB36) can have a dependency on the load imped-
ance. Higher load impedances cause the phase angle between
the orthogonal compensating vector and the non-orthogonal
compensating vector (created by the capacitive couplings
C35 and C46) to be less than 90 degrees. The IDCs can create
an area of high impedance which may have this detrimental
effect (loss of orthogonallity), causing the NEXT bandwidth
to be less than desired. Thus, in some embodiments of the
present invention, a shunting capacitance CB45 (2.75 pF+/-
20%) (e.g., a pad capacitor) may be provided on the rigid
circuit board 46. This capacitance may be connected to the
signal traces SB4 and SB5 near or at the IDC vias of the
respective contacts. It can be used to help lower the imped-
ance of the IDCs, improving the orthogonallity in the
orthogonal compensation network between wire-pairs 4:5
and 3:6.

In another embodiment of the present invention shown in
FIGS. 19-28, network jack 134 employs an OCN which uses
sections of the PICs and a flexible PCB to generate the desired
OCN signal. The jack 134 includes a front housing 42, a front
sled subassembly 144, a PCB 146, an IDC support 48, IDCs
50, a rear housing 52, and a wire cap 54. The IDCs 50, rear
housing 52, wire cap 54, and front sled subassembly 144
(except for the flex board) are as described in U.S. Patent
Application Publication No. 2014/0011393 (Straka et al.),
entitled “Communication Connector with Crosstalk Com-
pensation,” filed on May 30, 2013, incorporated herein by
reference in its entirety. The jack 134 can additionally include
an alien crosstalk reducing foil as described in U.S. Pat. No.
8,632,362 (Straka et al.) entitled “Method And System For
Improving Crosstalk Attenuation Within A Plug/Jack Con-
nection And Between Nearby Plug/Jack Combinations,” filed
on Mar. 28, 2012, and incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

As shown in greater detail in FIGS. 20-22, the front sled
subassembly 144 includes PICs 156, a flexible PCB 159, atop
sled 160, and a bottom sled 161. The subscript numbers of
each PIC 156 represent RJ45 pin positions as defined by
ANSI/TIA-568-C.2. PICs 156 are wrapped around inner
mandrel 162 during the assembly process. This secures the
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flexible circuit board 159 in the same manner as the RJ45 jack
described in the Straka et al. 393 publication. As a result of
the positioning of the flexible PCB 159, at least some ele-
ments on the flexible PCB 159 can interact in a distributed
manner with the signal conductors (i.e., the PICs), allowing
for an OCN to be implemented on at least some signal pairs in
a region that is a relatively short distance away from the
offending plug/jack crosstalk.

A schematic representation of the compensation scheme
implemented between the flexible PCB 159 and the PICs 156
is shown in FIG. 23, and the corresponding artwork for the
flexible PCB 159 is shown in FIGS. 24 and 25.

The OCN of the currently described embodiment uses
PICs 156, and 156, as signal traces S4 and S5, offshoot traces
OCN3 and OCNG6 positioned on the flexible PCB 159, and
capacitor CF36 positioned on the flexible PCB 159 to create
the desired signal. To be more specific, the OCN component
of the presently described embodiment achieves the desired
coupling between wire-pair 4:5 and wire-pair 3:6 through
capacitive couplings C35 and C46, and inductive couplings
MOCN35 and MOCN46. Signal trace S5 and the offshoot
trace OCN3, in combination with the shunt capacitance
CF36, interact capacitively to create the capacitive coupling
C35 and interact inductively to create mutual inductive cou-
pling MOCN35. Likewise, signal trace S4 and the offshoot
trace OCNG6, in combination with the shunt capacitance
CF36, interact capacitively to create the capacitive coupling
C46 and interact inductively to create mutual inductive cou-
pling MOCN46.

The inductive couplings MOCN46 and MOCN35 are cre-
ated by the jack components, and thus occur in generally the
same physical locations, as capacitive couplings C46 and
C35, respectively. Consequently, these couplings occur con-
currently. Because the OCN component of the currently
described embodiment generally provides coupling between
traces 3 and 5, and 4 and 6, the net resultant signal produced
by this network would typically be considered a compensa-
tion signal. The net resultant compensation signal of cou-
plings C35, C46, MOCN35, MOCN46, and CF36 provides
additional NEXT bandwidth which may help to allow wire-
pair combination 4:5-3:6 to meet standards for Category 6A
and/or beyond.

While the implementation of an OCN which utilizes the
PICs and the flexible PCB has been shown with reference to
the 3:6-4:5 signal pair combination, those of ordinary skill
will understand that the same techniques can be expanded to
be used on any signal pair combination within a communica-
tion connector such as a jack.

In addition to the OCN, the flexible PCB 159 includes
capacitive coupling CF13 and CF68, achieved in this case via
pad capacitors. CF13 provides simple compensation between
conductors 1 and 3 of the 1:2-3:6 wire pair combination, and
CF68 provides simple compensation between conductors 6
and 8 of the 3:6-7:8 wire pair combination. In both cases, the
signals produced by these couplings would typically be con-
sidered compensation signals.

Since PICs 1565, 156, 1565, 156, act as self inductors in
the back nose section, their proximity to each other also
produces mutually inductive coupling M35 between PICs
156, and 1565, and mutually inductive coupling M46
between PICs 156, and 156,. This could be advantageous for
obtaining desired far end crosstalk (FEXT) performance.

The nose subassembly 144 can be coupled with PCB 146,
for which an exemplary schematic is shown in FIG. 26, and
the corresponding artwork in FIGS. 27 and 28. PCB 146
implements simple compensation between the 1:2-4:5 wire
pair combination by way of a capacitive coupling (e.g., a pad
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capacitor) CB14 positioned between signal traces S1 and S4.
Likewise, PCB 146 implements simple compensation
between the 4:5-7:8 wire pair combination by way of a
capacitive coupling (e.g., a pad capacitor) CB58 positioned
between signal traces S5 and S8. In addition, a capacitive
coupling (e.g., a pad capacitor) CB36 between signal traces
S3 and S6 is implemented to improve impedance matching.

FIG. 29 illustrates an exploded view of another embodi-
ment of a network jack 234, which includes a front housing
42, a front sled subassembly 244, a PCB 246, an IDC support
48, IDCs 50, a rear housing 52, and a wire cap 54. In alternate
embodiments, jack 234 can additionally include alien
crosstalk-reducing materials such as a foil.

The front sled subassembly 244 is shown in greater detail
in FIGS. 30-32. It includes PICs 256 and 258, and a sled 257.
The subscript numbers for each PIC 256 and 258 correspond
to the RJ45 pin positions as defined by ANSI/TIA-568-C.2.
As shown in FIG. 31, each PIC 256 is wrapped around an
inner mandrel 260 and each PIC 258 is wrapped around an
outer mandrel 262. This can be performed during the assem-
bly of the front sled subassembly 244.

PICs 256 and 258 (which are shown in greater detail in
FIGS. 33-35) use compliant pins 272 to electrically interface
with the rigid circuit board 246. The subscript numbers of
each complaint pin 272 represents RJ45 pin positions as
defined by ANSI/TTA-568-C.2. An extra subscript reference
is assigned to the compliant pins of PICs 256, and 258, to
differentiate between the offshoot traces used in the compen-
sation network of the present invention (2725 5201 2726 ocn)
and the signal carrying traces (272, cp or 272,p). Addi-
tionally, the PICs 256 and 258 include respective mid-sec-
tions 268, with each mid-section 268 employing the same
subscript reference scheme as the compliant pins 272. The
combination of a mid-section and a respective compliant pin
may be referred to as an intermediate section, referring to a
section of a PIC that is positioned between the PIC’s plug
contact region and the PCB.

It is understood by those skilled in the art that coupling
between signal traces 2 and 3, 3 and 4, 5 and 6, and 6 and 7
provides a significant amount of the overall crosstalk which is
compensated for by a compensation network. Thus, a larger
physical separation between the respective PICs of these sig-
nal traces has electrical benefits. Furthermore, it is under-
stood by those skilled in the art that coupling between signal
traces 1 and 3,3 and 5, 4 and 6, and 6 and 8 can provide at least
some portion of the desired crosstalk compensation. Thus, a
small physical separation between the respective PICs of
these signal traces has electrical benefits.

The front sled subassembly 244 of the presently described
embodiment achieves the desired increased and decreased
physical separation between the certain PICs by way of lat-
erally skewing the path of some of the PICs near the mandrel
section of the sled 257. Furthermore, due to the front-to-back
separation of PICs 256 from PICs 258 in the mandrel area of
the sled 257, the skewing allows some of the PICs to cross-
over other PICs. In addition, the splitting of sonic of the PICs
provides further options for desired placement of the PICs
with respect to other PICs.

In particular, the crossover 264 of PICs 258, and 256,
distances PICs 256, and 256, reducing crosstalk. The split of
PIC 256, nears PICs 256, and 258, improving compensation,
and nears PICs 256, and 258, improving compensation. The
crossover 266 of PICs 256, and 258 nears PICs 258, and
256, improving compensation, and distances PICs 258 and
258, reducing crosstalk. The crossover 278 of PICs 256, and
258, nears PICs 258, and 256, improving compensation, dis-
tances PICs 2585 and 258, reducing crosstalk, nears PICs
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256, and 258, improving compensation, and distances PICs
256, and 256, reducing crosstalk. The crossover 269 of PICs
256, and 258 nears PICs 258, and 256, improving compen-
sation, and distances PICs 256, and 256 reducing crosstalk.
The split of PIC 258, nears PICs 258, and 256, improving
compensation, and nears PICs 258, and 256, improving com-
pensation. And the crossover 270 of PICs 256, and 258,
distances PICs 258, and 258, reducing crosstalk.

Furthermore, the resulting PIC routing scheme allows for
PIC 258 to run between the OCN path 268, and the
current carrying path 268 - of PIC 256, helping to balance
the inductive and capacitive compensation being produced
between PICs 256, and 258.. Similarly, the routing scheme
allows for PIC 256, to run between the OCN path 268,
and the current carrying path 268, of PIC 258, helping to
balance the inductive and capacitive compensation being pro-
duced between PICs 258, and 256,,. The routing of the PICs
256,258 through and the positioning of the compliant pins
272 in the sled 257 is further illustrated in the rear isometric
view of the front sled subassembly 244 shown in FIG. 36 and
in the bottom view of the front sled subassembly 244 shown
in FIG. 37.

In an embodiment, PICs 256 and 258 can be secured to the
plastic sled 257 by staking features. In other embodiments,
the sled can comprise a top and bottom portions similar to the
sled shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 38 is a schematic of the OCN layout of the currently
described embodiment. In short, the OCN paths 268, ,-and
268, are connected in PCB 246 by way of a shunting
capacitive coupling 277. The signal carrying paths 268,
and 268 of PICs 256, and 258, respectively, as well as
PIC’s 256, and 258, route to their respective IDCs 279 in
PCB 246. The OCN of this embodiment functions in a man-
ner that is similar to the embodiment described in FIGS. 3-18.
As such, the OCN produces a first combined mutually induc-
tive and capacitive coupling between the respective OCN and
signal carrying traces, and a second combined mutually
inductive and capacitive coupling between the respective
OCN and signal carrying traces. These couplings and the
relatively short distance from the offending crosstalk to the
beginning of the compensation network may help to allow
wire-pair combination 4:5-3:6 to meet standards for Category
6A and/or beyond.

FIGS. 39-48, show a communication jack according to
another embodiment of the present invention. This jack is
similar to the embodiment shown in FIGS. 29-38, in that the
primarily different components are the front sled subassem-
bly 380 and the PCB 384. The front sled subassembly 380
differs from the previous embodiment in that it provides a
different skewing/crossing over scheme of the PICs routed
therethrough. As a result, while the both of the front sled
subassemblies 380 and 244 introduce an OCN, the amount of
capacitive and inductive compensation provided by the front
Sled subassembly 380 is different from the front sled subas-
sembly 244.

FIG. 39 illustrates an exploded view of the network jack
382, which includes a front housing 42, a front sled subas-
sembly 380, a PCB 384, an IDC support 48, IDCs 50, a rear
housing 52, and a wire cap 54. In alternate embodiments, jack
234 can additionally include alien crosstalk-reducing mate-
rials such as a foil.

The front sled subassembly 380 is shown in greater detail
in FIGS. 40-42. It includes PICs 386 and 388, and a sled 387.
The subscript numbers for each PIC 386 and 388 correspond
to the RJ45 pin positions as defined by ANSI/TIA-568-C.2.
PICs 256. As shown in FIG. 41, each PIC 386 is wrapped
around an inner mandrel and each PIC 388 is wrapped around
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an outer mandrel. This can be performed during the assembly
of the front sled subassembly 380.

PICs 386 and 388 (which are shown in greater detail in
FIGS. 43-45) use compliant pins 390 to electrically interface
with the rigid circuit board 384. The subscript numbers of
each complaint pin 390 represents RJ45 pin positions as
defined by ANSI/TTA-568-C.2. An extra subscript reference
is assigned to the compliant pins of PICs 386, and 388, to
differentiate between the offshoot traces used in the compen-
sation network of the present invention (390, ;01390555
and the signal carrying traces (3905 .cp or 390,,). Addi-
tionally, the PICs 386 and 388 include respective mid-sec-
tions 368, with each mid-section 368 employing the same
subscript reference scheme as the compliant pins 390. The
combination of a mid-section and a respective compliant pin
may be referred to as an intermediate section, referring to a
section of a PIC that is positioned between the PIC’s plug
contact region and the PCB.

A front view of front sled subassembly 380 is shown in
FIG. 42. Compared to the embodiment shown in FIG. 32, the
front profile of the PICs 386 and 388 has been varied and
crossovers corresponding to 266 and 269 in FIG. 32 have
been removed in the front sled subassembly 380. The omis-
sion of these crossovers varies the overall amount of compen-
sation produced in the nose region of the PICs. Furthermore,
it allows for different spacing of complaint pins 390 and the
corresponding vias in the PCB 384.

The routing of the PICs 386,388 through and the position-
ing of the compliant pins 390 in the sled 387 is further illus-
trated in the rear isometric view of the front sled subassembly
380 shown in FIG. 46 and in the bottom view of the front sled
subassembly 380 shown in FIG. 47.

In an embodiment, PICs 386 and 388 can be secured to the
plastic sled 387 by staking features. In other embodiments,
the sled can comprise a top and bottom portions similar to the
sled shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 48 is a schematic of the OCN layout of the currently
described embodiment. In short, the OCN paths 368, and
368, are connected in PCB 384 by way of a shunting
capacitive coupling 392. The signal carrying paths 368, .5
and 368, of PICs 386, and 388, respectively, as well as
PIC’s 386, and 388, route to their respective IDCs 394 in
PCB 384. The OCN of this embodiment functions in a man-
ner that is similar to the embodiment described in FIGS. 3-18.
As such, the OCN produces a first combined mutually induc-
tive and capacitive coupling between the respective OCN and
signal carrying traces, and a second combined mutually
inductive and capacitive coupling between the respective
OCN and signal carrying traces. These couplings and the
relatively short distance from the offending crosstalk to the
beginning of the compensation network may help to allow
wire-pair combination 4:5-3:6 to meet standards for Category
6A and/or beyond.

Note that while this invention has been described in terms
of several embodiments, these embodiments are non-limiting
(regardless of whether they have been labeled as exemplary or
not), and there are alterations, permutations, and equivalents,
which fall within the scope of this invention. Additionally, the
described embodiments should not be interpreted as mutually
exclusive, and should instead be understood as potentially
combinable if such combinations are permissive. It should
also be noted that there are many alternative ways of imple-
menting the methods and apparatuses of the present inven-
tion. It is therefore intended that claims that may follow be
interpreted as including all such alterations, permutations,
and equivalents as fall within the true spirit and scope of the
present invention.
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We claim:

1. A communication connector, comprising:

a printed circuit board (PCB);

plug interface contacts (PICs) having plug contact mating

points, said PICs being connected to said PCB;

cable connector contacts; and

a circuitry connecting each of said plug interface contacts

from respective said plug contact mating points to

respective said cable connector contacts, said circuitry
including:

signal conductors between respective plug contact mat-
ing points of respective plug interface contacts and
respective cable connector contacts, said signal con-
ductors including a first signal pair and a second sig-
nal pair;

a first combined mutually inductive and capacitive cou-
pling between a first signal conductor of said first
signal pair and a second signal conductor of said
second signal pair; and

a shunt capacitive coupling connecting said first signal
conductor of said first signal pair and a second signal
conductor of said first signal pair, said shunt capaci-
tive coupling enabling said first combined coupling,

wherein said first combined coupling is generated in part in

said PICs and in part on said PCB.

2. The communication connector of claim 1, wherein said
circuitry further includes a second combined mutually induc-
tive and capacitive coupling between said second signal con-
ductor of said first signal pair and a first signal conductor of
said second signal pair.

3. The communication connector of claim 2, wherein said
second combined coupling is generated in part in said PICs
and in part on said PCB.

4. The communication connector of claim 3, wherein said
first and said second combined couplings occur concurrently.

5. The communication connector of claim 1, wherein each
of'said PICs includes an intermediate section between respec-
tive said plug contact mating point and said PCB, and wherein
said first combined coupling is generated in part in said inter-
mediate section of respective said PICs.

6. The communication connector of claim 5, wherein at
least one of said PICs includes a first intermediate section and
a second intermediate section, said first and said second inter-
mediate section being substantially parallel to one another.

7. The communication connector of claim 6, wherein each
of said first and said second intermediate sections include a
first end and a second end, said first end of said first interme-
diate section and said first end of said second intermediate
section being connected to each other, said second end of said
first intermediate section being connected to respective said
cable connector contact, said second end of said second inter-
mediate section being connected to said shunt capacitive cou-
pling.

8. The communication connector of claim 1, wherein said
circuitry further includes a first offshoot trace, and wherein
said first signal conductor of said first signal pair is connected
to said shunt capacitive coupling via said first offshoot trace.

9. The communication connector of claim 8, wherein said
first combined coupling is at least partially distributed
between said first offshoot trace and said second signal con-
ductor of said second signal pair.

10. The communication connector of claim 8, wherein
respective PIC of said first signal conductor of said first signal
pair includes a first and a second intermediate sections
between respective said plug contact mating point and said
PCB, said first and said second intermediate section being
substantially parallel to one another, said first intermediate
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section forming said first signal conductor of said first signal
pair and said second intermediate section forming said first
offshoot trace.

11. The communication connector of claim 1 further
including a flexible printed circuit board connected to said
PICs.

12. A communication connector, comprising:

plug interface contacts;

cable connector contacts; and

acircuitry inclusive of and connecting respective said plug

interface contacts to respective said cable connector
contacts, said circuitry including signal conductors
inclusive of and between respective said plug interface
contacts and respective said cable connector contacts,
said signal conductors including a first signal conductor
pair and a second signal conductor pair, said circuitry
including a first network with a first combined mutually
inductive and capacitive coupling between a first signal
conductor of said first signal conductor pair and a second
conductor of said second signal conductor pair, said
circuitry further including a second network with a sec-
ond combined mutually inductive and capacitive cou-
pling between a second signal conductor of said first
signal conductor pair and a first signal conductor of said
second signal conductor pair, and a shunt capacitive
coupling connecting said first signal conductor of said
first signal conductor pair and said second signal con-
ductor of said first signal conductor pair, said shunt
capacitive coupling enabling said first network and said
second network,

wherein each of said plug interface contacts includes a plug

contact, a printed circuit board contact, and an interme-
diate contact connecting respective said plug contact to
respective said printed circuit board contact, at least one
of said first network and said second network including
at least some of said intermediate contacts.

13. The communication connector of claim 12, wherein at
least one said intermediate contact includes a split contact.

14. The communication connector of claim 12, further
including a printed circuit board connecting said plug inter-
face contacts and said cable connector contacts, at least one of
said first network and said second network including said
printed circuit board.

15. The communication connector of claim 12, further
including a flexible printed circuit board connected to said
plug interface contacts.

16. The communication connector of claim 15, wherein
said flexible printed circuit board includes a compensation
element between said first signal conductor of said first signal
conductor pair and said second signal conductor of said sec-
ond signal conductor pair.

17. The communication connector of claim 16, wherein
said flexible printed circuit board includes a compensation
element between said first signal conductor of said second
signal conductor pair and said second signal conductor of said
first signal conductor pair.

18. The communication connector of claim 12, further
including a capacitive coupling connecting said first signal
conductor of said second signal conductor pair and said sec-
ond signal conductor of said second signal conductor pair.
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19. A communication system, comprising:

communication equipment; and

a communication connector connected to said communi-

cation equipment, said communication connector
including plug interface contacts, cable connector con-
tacts, and

a circuitry inclusive of and connecting respective said plug

interface contacts to respective said cable connector
contacts, said circuitry including signal conductors
inclusive of and between respective said plug interface
contacts and respective said cable connector contacts,
said signal conductors including a first signal conductor
pair and a second signal conductor pair, said circuitry
including a first network with a first combined mutually
inductive and capacitive coupling between a first signal
conductor of said first signal conductor pair and a second
conductor of said second signal conductor pair, said
circuitry further including a second network with a sec-
ond combined mutually inductive and capacitive cou-
pling between a second signal conductor of said first
signal conductor pair and a first signal conductor of said
second signal conductor pair, and a shunt capacitive
coupling connecting said first signal conductor of said
first signal conductor pair and said second signal con-
ductor of said first signal conductor pair, said shunt
capacitive coupling enabling said first network and said
second network,

wherein each of said plug interface contacts includes a plug

contact, a printed circuit board contact, and an interme-
diate contact connecting respective said plug contact to
respective said printed circuit board contact, at least one
of said first network and said second network including
at least some of said intermediate contacts.

20. The communication system of claim 19, wherein at
least one said intermediate contact includes a split contact.

21. The communication system of claim 19, further includ-
ing a printed circuit board connecting said plug interface
contacts and said cable connector contacts, at least one of said
first network and said second network including said printed
circuit board.

22. The communication system of claim 19, further includ-
ing a flexible printed circuit board connected to said plug
interface contacts.

23. The communication system of claim 22, wherein said
flexible printed circuit board includes a compensation ele-
ment between said first signal conductor of said first signal
conductor pair and said second signal conductor of said sec-
ond signal conductor pair.

24. The communication system of claim 23, wherein said
flexible printed circuit board includes a compensation ele-
ment between said first signal conductor of said second signal
conductor pair and said second signal conductor of said first
signal conductor pair.

25. The communication system of claim 19, further includ-
ing a capacitive coupling connecting said first signal conduc-
tor of said second signal conductor pair and said second signal
conductor of said second signal conductor pair.
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